
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

For more information visit www.letstalkabbotsford.ca/abbotsfordfloodresponse

Sumas River Watershed Flood Mitigation - Urgent Works

In November 2021, Abbotsford experienced one of Canada’s largest flooding disasters when the Nooksack River overflowed and 
breached its dike and floodwater headed straight to Abbotsford, flooding Sumas Prairie.  

To reduce vulnerability to future hazards, the City has engaged the services of a Qualified Professional, Kerr Wood Leidal 
Consulting Engineers, to assist with developing options for the Sumas Prairie for flood mitigation. On April 4, 2022, staff 
presented a high-level overview of the existing flood protection system in Sumas Prairie, and outlined four options for discussion 
purposes.  

After completing a number of engagement activities in the months of April and May, a preferred option was presented to Council 
on June 13, 2022 for their consideration and was unanimously approved in principle, along with a recommended multi-phase 
phasing program for its implementation. 

The City has been collaborating with the Province, City of Chilliwack and the First Nations on the flood mitigation plan, and 
recently co-signed the Sumas River Flood Mitigation Collaborative Framework on April 28. Discussions on a longer term plan are 
ongoing; however, urgent works as part of the Preferred Option are identified for federal funding, including: 

1.	 Barrowtown Pump Station Resiliency
2.	 Sumas River Conveyance System (Pump Station)
3.	 Habitat Enhancement/Flood Storage Area
 
The City will be holding two Public Information Meetings at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center on June 20 and June 22 
from 6:00pm to 8:00pm to provide updates and information about the three elements above. City staff will be on site to answer 
questions.

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING | JUNE 20 & 22
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PREFERRED FLOOD
MITIGATION OPTION

DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION

o

Sumas Prairie Build Back Better Plan

Version 3

This figure shows a preferred structural and nature-
based flood risk mitigation concept for Sumas
Lowlands.  This concept has been selected by the City
of Abbotsford following a preliminary community
engagement process.

This concept has been developed for the purpose of
developing and supporting a funding application to
senior governments.  Further work is required to
address engineering, environmental, and stakeholder
issues.  The preferred concept is expected to evolve
through continued collaboration and technical analyses.

Other complementary measures (not shown on the
figure) such as non-structural flood protection measures
are also being assessed for implementation.
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