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Figure 7.1: Example of Signs in the Historic Downtown Sign District 
 
 
7.1 Application 
 

The Historic Downtown Sign District includes all lands in the City that are subject to the 
Historic Downtown Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
7.2 Permitted Signs 
 

Signs listed in Part 4 and Part 7 of this bylaw and that comply with this bylaw are permitted 
in the Historic Downtown Sign District. 
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7.3 Sign Design 
 

In the Historic Downtown Sign District, signs are encouraged to be directly integrated into 
building facades and architecturally consistent with associated buildings. 
 
Where an awning sign is applied to an awning, the awning may not include vinyl or 
translucent fabrics or feature quarter roll, bubble, domed, or curved shapes. 

 
7.4 Sign Colours 
 

Sign colours must reflect the historic character and visual style of the district, and are 
encouraged to be drawn from the following: 
 
(a) Vancouver Heritage Foundation True Colours Palette; 
(b) Benjamin Moore Historical Collections; or 
(c) Sherwin Williams Historic Collection.  

 
7.5 Sign Materials 
 

Signs permitted under Part 7 must be composed of durable, traditional materials, including 
but not limited to: 
 
(a) cast iron; 
(b) gilding; 
(c) goldleaf; 
(d) paint; 
(e) porcelain enamel; and 
(f) treated wood. 

 
Signs permitted under Part 7 may not be predominately composed of temporary, unfinished 
materials, including but not limited to: 

 
(a) coroplast; 
(b) particleboard; and 
(c) untreated wood or plywood. 

 
7.6 Awning Signs 
 

An awning sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is located on the first storey of a building; 
(b) has a sign area no greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the awning, 

provided that the combined sign area of all signs on the building face is no greater 
than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the building face; 

(c) has a copy area no greater than 50% of the exterior surface area of the awning; 
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(d) has a clearance of at least 2.5 m; 
(e) does not extend above any roofline, balustrade, guardrail, or windowsill 

immediately above the sign; and 
(f) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.7 Canopy Signs 
 

A canopy sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is located on the first storey of a building; 
(b) has a sign area no greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the canopy, 

provided that the combined sign area of all signs on the building face is no greater 
than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the building face; 

(c) has a copy area no greater than 50% of the sign area, where the sign has a frame, 
border, or background; 

(d) has a clearance of at least 2.5 m; 
(e) does not project further than 0.3 m from the side of the canopy; 
(f) does not extend above any roofline, balustrade, guardrail, or windowsill 

immediately above the sign; and 
(g) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.8 Facade Signs 
 

A facade sign is permitted, that: 
 

(a) has a sign area no greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the building 
face, provided that the combined sign area of all signs on the building face is no 
greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the building face; 

(b) has a copy area no greater than 50% of the sign area, where the sign has a frame, 
border, or background; 

(c) has a clearance of at least 2.5 m, where the sign projects further than 15.0 cm from 
the building face; 

(d) does not project further than 30.0 cm from the building face;  
(e) does not extend above any roofline, balustrade, guardrail, or windowsill 

immediately above the sign; and 
(f) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.9 Freestanding Signs 
 

A freestanding sign is permitted, that: 
 

(a) is a monument sign; 
(b) is limited to 1 sign on each frontage of a lot, except that where the length of a 

frontage is greater than 50.0 m, an additional sign may be permitted on that 
frontage, for each additional 50.0 m of frontage or portion thereof; 
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(c) is not within 50.0 m of another freestanding sign on the same lot; 
(d) has a sign area no greater than 3.0 m² per face; 
(e) has a copy area no greater than 50% of the sign area per face;  
(f) is no more than 3.0 m in height, with a base no more than 1.0 m in height; and 
(g) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.10 Marquee Signs 
 

A marquee sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is located on the first storey of a building; 
(b) has a sign area no greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the marquee, 

provided that the combined sign area of all signs on the building face is no greater 
than 1.0 m² per linear metre of the length of the building face; 

(c) has a copy area no greater than 50% of the sign area, where the sign has a frame, 
border, or background; 

(d) has a clearance of at least 2.5 m; 
(e) does not project further than 0.3 m from the side of the marquee; and 
(f) does not extend above any roofline, balustrade, guardrail, or windowsill 

immediately above the sign. 
 
7.11 Mural Signs 
 

A mural sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is limited to 1 sign on each building face of a premises; 
(b) is consistent with the City’s Public Art Policy and Program; 
(c) is applied at the same time as the mural, using the same method of application and 

type and quality of materials as the mural; 
(d) is removed with the mural, if the mural is removed; 
(e) has a sign area no greater than 10% of the total area of the mural; and 
(f) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.12 Projecting Signs 
 

A projecting sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is limited to 1 sign on each building face of a premises; 
(b) is perpendicular to the building face, except that on a corner lot, the sign may be on 

an angle at the corner of the building; 
(c) has copy on 2 faces; 
(d) has a sign area no greater than 3.0 m² per face, provided that the combined sign 

area of all signs on the building face is no greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of 
the length of the building face; 

(e) has a copy area no greater than 50% of the sign area per face; 
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(f) has a clearance of at least 2.5 m; 
(g) has a distance no greater than 0.3 m between the sign and building face; 
(h) does not project further than 1.5 m from the building face; 
(i) does not extend above any roofline, balustrade, guardrail, or windowsill 

immediately above the sign; and 
(j) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.13 Service Station Canopy Signs 
 

A service station canopy sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is limited to 1 sign per side of a service station canopy; 
(b) has a vertical dimension no greater than 2.0 m and horizontal dimension no greater 

than 20% of the length of the side of the service station canopy; 
(c) has no copy other than the name and logo of the service station; 
(d) does not project further than 0.6 m from the service station canopy; and 
(e) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 
7.14 Suspended Signs 
 

A suspended sign is permitted, that: 
 
(a) is limited to 1 sign on each building face of a premises; 
(b) is perpendicular to the building face, except that on a corner lot, the sign may be on 

an angle at the corner of the building; 
(c) has copy on 2 faces; 
(d) has a sign area no greater than 0.5 m² per face, provided that the combined sign 

area of all signs on the building face is no greater than 1.0 m² per linear metre of 
the length of the building face; 

(e) has a clearance of at least 2.5 m; 
(f) has a distance no greater than 0.3 m between the sign and building face; 
(g) does not project further than 1.5 m from the building face; 
(h) does not extend beyond the edges of the awning, canopy, or similar feature under 

which the sign is suspended; and 
(i) is not backlit or internally illuminated. 

 


